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4410 Philosophy of Student Evaluation
In the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, student evaluation is rooted in our Catholic faith, which calls us to educate with both compassion and academic excellence. This philosophy ensures that assessment practices reflect the dignity of each student, the pursuit of truth, and the growth of the whole person—intellectually, morally, and spiritually.
Guiding Principles:
1. Faith and Formation:
· Inspired by the teachings of Christ, evaluation should be approached with fairness, patience, and a recognition of each student’s unique journey.
· Assessments should encourage reflection, responsibility, and integrity, reinforcing values consistent with our Catholic mission.
2. Academic Rigor and Growth:
· Evaluations must challenge students to develop critical thinking, perseverance, and mastery of subject matter.
· Growth should be emphasized over mere performance, recognizing that learning is a continuous process that requires effort and resilience.
3. Grace and Mercy in Assessment:
· Just as God grants us grace, educators should allow for reasonable opportunities for students to learn from mistakes, improve, and demonstrate progress.
· While maintaining accountability, educators are encouraged to exercise discernment in grading and assessment practices, ensuring that policies do not become obstacles to student success.
4. Balanced and Holistic Approach:
· Assessments should be diverse, incorporating formative and summative measures to provide a complete picture of student’s understanding and growth.
· Opportunities for self-assessment and reflection should be integrated, allowing students to take ownership of their learning.
5. Partnership with Parents and the School Community:
· Parents are integral partners in the educational process, and transparent communication regarding student progress is essential.
· Teachers should provide meaningful feedback that guides students and supports their academic and spiritual development.
6. Accountability and Integrity:
· Academic integrity is fundamental, and students are expected to engage in honest work that reflects their own efforts and learning.
· Educators will uphold high standards while offering appropriate support to ensure students have the resources and guidance needed to succeed.
Conclusion:
In all student evaluations, we seek to honor the dignity of each learner, fostering an environment where faith and intellect thrive together. Through rigorous yet compassionate assessment practices, we prepare students not only for academic success but for a life of virtue, service, and faith.
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